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With These Hands
the Bucks County Guild of Craftsmen Newsletter

BCGC Member Display Helps Light Up the Holiday Season 
The Visit Bucks County’s Holiday Tree event at 
the Bucks County Visitor Center in Bensalem, PA, 
features over a dozen Christmas trees decorated by 
various tourist destinations around Bucks County. 
Trees in the display have been decorated by Sesame 
Place, the Merchants of Peddler’s Village, the 
Michener Art Museum and others.
This year, the Holiday Trees event will also feature 
Hanukkah Lights, a display of hand-crafted 
Hanukkah menorahs designed and created by Bucks 
County stained glass artist Jill Tarabar.
The Hanukkah Lights display includes eight 
individual menorahs in a variety of styles, all created 
in the copper foil method of stained glass. The 
menorahs explore the candle-holding form, from a 
more traditional style to a 3-dimensional Star of David 
to a “Dove of Peace” to one called “Tic-Tac-Toe-
nukkah”. Each menorah is set with the appropriate 
number of candles, one for each night of the holiday.
Jill was contacted in August 2019 by the Visitor 
Center when a director there did an online search for 
Bucks County artists who create Judaica. The case in 
which the menorahs are displayed is a large structure 
with eight spaces measuring 23”high by 23” wide by 
19” deep. Each case has a lucite window and its own 
lighting. Jill enhanced each menorah with blue and 
white decorations. While purchases of the menorahs 
cannot be made through the Visitor Center, each 
does have a pricetag and dimensions on a small card 
placed in each case. Jill was allowed to leave business 
cards and other contact information at the front 
desk of the Visitor Center. She also displayed an 
information sheet about herself and her work in one 
of the cases along with the story of Hanukkah.
A self-taught artist and native of Bucks County, Jill 
Tarabar’s fascination with the art of stained glass 
creation began in the early 1980s. She continued 
honing her skills as she participated in regional 
juried art fairs and developed wholesale connections 

Jill Tarabar, BCGC stained glass artist, sets up her menorah display at 
the Bucks County Visitor Center.

along the east coast. A twenty-year long “break” 
allowed her to develop graphic design and marketing 
skills while working full time in marketing. For the 
past two years, she has been able to focus on stained 
glass almost exclusively, participating in regional 
juried fine arts and craft shows and festivals. She also 
teaches a beginner stained glass course at the Art 
Center at Ambler.
Jill often pushes the boundaries and ignores the 
“rules.” Mixing a variety of clear textured glass 
with bevels and found objects, she’s inspired by 
nature, spirituality and Judaica. Much of her work 
consists of functional gift items such as jewelry 
boxes, menorahs and mezuzot. Also an avid knitter, 
she discovered the art of knitting with wire and is 
exploring the medium as a way to combine knitting 
with stained glass. 
Jill is a juried and board member of the Bucks 
County Guild of Craftsmen and award-winning 

continued on page 3
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2019 BCGC Board 
President: Merle Slyhoff 
merle.slyhoff@gmail.com

Vice President: Cynthia Prediger 
ckprediger@gmail.com

treasurer: Mindy Spray 
dnmspray01@gmail.com

secretary: Jen Blyth 
Jenkaisa@gmail.com

director-at-Large: Jill Tarabar 
jill@jistdesigns.com

director-at-Large: Mindy Trost 
cartabooks@gmail.com

From the President’s Studio…

2020… a clear vision on the future. In addition to personal accomplishments I hope to have in my 
future, I see a bright future for the Bucks County Guild of Craftsmen! A new year for the Board. New 
bylaws to help guide the chapter. A new web page to showcase our members and the chapter. A new 
opportunity for you to become a part of the excitement of the coming year!

This year will see the formation of committees and new committee chairs. While we appreciate all of 
the hard work of all of our chairs we want all of our members to have the opportunity to help move 
GCGC forward by volunteering to work on and chair committees. 

You’re ready and willing but where are you needed?

➢ Our Newsletter – Want to help write articles? 
Have ideas to share with Mindy T?

➢ Membership – A great way to meet and 
welcome our new members and work with 
the PA Guild of Craftsmen’s membership 
department.

➢ Programs – Have ideas for new programs? Like 
to help organize the programs at our meetings 
and other special events?

➢ Standards – Are you juried into the PA Guild 
and would like to help Monique with jurying members into our chapter? This is the committee for you.

➢ Public Relations – Want to help promote the chapter through Facebook posts and other social media? Bring your social 
commentary to this group.

➢ Outreach – Do you appreciate the chapter’s desire to reach out to the local community to raise awareness about BCGC 
and to help foster the arts? 

Contact me (merle.slyhoff@gmail.com) to discuss any of these opportunities. I will also reach out to you to ask you to chair 
or join a committee. Help us make 2020 a clear vision for our future and volunteer today!

Merle, BCGC President
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2019 BCGC Committees
MeMbershiP chair: Nancy Gibbs 
nancygibbs.1@gmail.com

standards chair: Monique Perry 
monique@moniquesartjewelry.com

PrograMs chair: Cynthia Prediger 
ckprediger@gmail.com

sociaL Media chair: Jill Tarabar 
jill@jistdesigns.com

newsLetter chair: Mindy Trost 
cartabooks@gmail.com

coMMunity outreach chair: open

With These Hands, the 
newsletter of the Bucks 
County Guild of Craftsmen, 
is issued in January, May and 
September each year. 

Please contact Newsletter 
Chair Mindy Trost at  
cartabooks@gmail.com if you 
have content to contribute to 
the newsletter or if you would 
like to volunteer in some way 
to help produce it.
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BCGC Member Display Helps Light Up the Holiday Season 
artist. She is proud to present this one-woman display of Hanukkah menorahs at the Bucks County Visitor 
Center this holiday season.
Jill’s artwork can be found on her website: https://www.jistdesigns.com 
and on Etsy: https://www.etsy.com/shop/JiSTglass
More information about the Hanukkah Lights Display can be found at: 
https://www.visitbuckscounty.com/event/hanukkah-lights/24062/
More information about the Holiday Tree Display and coordinated activities can be found at: 
https://www.visitbuckscounty.com/events/treefest/
For information about how you can display your artwork at the Bucks County Visitor Center, contact Alex 
Mottershead, Event Specialist, at (215) 639-0300 ext. 236 or alexm@visitbuckscounty.com

continued from page 1

Above: Eight menorahs by Jill Tarabar in the display case. 
Below: Dove of Peace (left); Tic-Tac-Toe_nukkah (right).
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how did you discoVer that you Like wood carVing? 
I’ve always had a love of folk art, nature, and wood 
working. I originally got started by carving a duck decoy. 
As there was no internet or You Tube at that time, I bought 
a carving book to guide me. Much of what I learned was 
through trial and error, so I’m basically self-taught.

how Long haVe you been working with this MediuM? 
My first decoy was carved in 1998. I worked in the 
garage where I lived at the time. I started building up 
quite a collection, so I decided to start a hobby business, 
which was quite successful. In 2009, I began pursuing 
woodcarving full time.

what do you Like about it? There are many reasons 
why I enjoy both woodcarving and being self-employed. 
I’ve always had a love of working with my hands, whether 
it was print making, painting, or sculpting. I love the 
creative process and seeing a project evolve from the 
first idea to the end result. It gives me a lot of personal 

QA& Figuring It Out 
Interviews With Wood Carvers Mark Bair and Ralph Pritsch

Mark Bair and Ralp Pritsch, both BCGC members, share their insights and inspiration

continued on page 5

how did you discoVer that you Liked woodcarVing? 
About 20 years ago my wife and I were participating at 
a craft show with a college buddy of ours. He was selling 
his carvings and I was selling my prints. He came over 
and bought some of my prints and I followed him back to 
his booth. I gave him his money back and took some of 
his carvings. He had learned to carve in the Boy Scouts 
at the age of 10 or 12 and by the time I met him he was 
an extremely good carver. I said to my wife, “He’s just a 
dumb Biology teacher, I’m the Art teacher, I should be 
able to do what he’s doing.” I went back to see him and 
spent about 45 minutes with him while he gave me some 
tips and pointers and that was the end of my printmaking 
and the start of carving.

how Long haVe you been working with this MediuM? 
I dabbled with it over my 35-year teaching career. I would 
do a carving every couple of years. I was doing a lot of 
printmaking so I was actually doing a lot of low-cost 

continued on page 6

naMe:  Mark Bair

contact info 
website: mdbairstudio.com 
Facebook: Bair Woodcarving Studio 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bair.mark/ 
email: Mark@mdbairstudio.com 

naMe: Ralph J. Pritsch

contact info  
email: lorsbachopa@gmail.com
home phone: 610/965.8709
cell phone: 484/788.8930

member spotlight
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satisfaction to create. Being self employed allows me the 
flexibility to decide which part of the process I choose to 
work on. If I’m in the mood to paint rather than carve, I 
can focus on that. I am my own boss; my schedule can be 
flexible. I don’t have to get dressed in a 
suit or travel, as my studio is located in 
my own backyard. 

is there anything you don’t Like 
about it? Every stage of the process 
involves using my hands. Whether I’m 
using the saw, painting, or carving. My 
hands tend to fall asleep often and I’m 
sure I’m already suffering from arthritis.

did you aLways do soMething 
creatiVe? if yes, what other MediuMs 
haVe you exPLored? My mother was 
an artist who explored many different 
mediums. I was exposed to creativity 
at a very young age and grew up being 
encouraged by her and her art.

Anything artistic gives me pleasure, whether it be 
sketching, working with watercolors, teaching others how 
to wood carve, or just a stroll through a museum.

are there different tyPes of wood that you Like 
to use for your work? There are two main types of 
wood I use in my carvings. The Wood Spirits, which are   
whimsical faces that I carve into the wood, are created 
using cottonwood bark. The old growth 
and thick bark lend itself to a unique 
finish that highlights the natural wood 
and the bark’s beauty. For the figurative 
pieces, I use basswood. It is a soft wood 
without knots and has a tight grain. All 
these features make it perfect for fine 
detail work, such as faces.

what tyPe of Paint do you use? do 
you Varnish or Lacquer each Piece? 
The Wood Spirit faces are finished with 
a brushed coat of beeswax. Once it is 
applied and rubbed in, it brings out the 
beautiful light and dark grain of the 
wood. The figurative work is finished 
using acrylic paint and then a coat of 
boiled linseed oil is applied. This both 
warms the tones of the acrylics and also 
seals the piece.

Wood Carving Q&A: Mark Bair    continued from page 4

where do you get your insPiration? I have a fondness 
for anything whimsical and colorful. I love antiques and old 
toys, as well as vintage folk art. I’m also inspired by other 
people’s art. I’ve always been a nature lover and an avid 

fisherman. I’ve been encouraged to carve 
fish of all types; I also love to read and 
get inspiration from that as well. But the 
thing that gives me the most inspiration 
is simply being in my studio with my 
tools. My studio gives me a peaceful place 
in which to nourish my creativity.

how do you begin working on a 
Piece? for exaMPLe, do you sketch 
first? When I first create a piece, I 
will sometimes sketch on it. It really 
depends on the complexity of the 
design. Some pieces I will create 
patterns for, so I don’t have to re-design 
each time. 

where can your work be found for saLe? My work 
can be seen and purchased at fine craft fairs mainly in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and Delaware. My website, 
MDstudio.com features a calendar of these shows and of 
course a gallery of my work. Purchases and commission 
work are available there as well.

how can PotentiaL students find out about your 
teaching scheduLe? My teaching schedule is also available 
on my website. I’m excited to announce that this winter I 

will begin offering classes in my studio. 
Students are invited to sign up through 
the site. I will create a project to work 
on from start to finish or help students 
with a project of their choosing. All 
skill levels are welcome, and all supplies 
are included.

if you couLd gift a Piece of your 
work to a faMous Person, whoM 
wouLd you choose? I’ve always 
liked larger than life characters and 
big personalities. Johnny Depp tends 
to play a lot of quirky characters like 
Edward Scissorhands, The Mad Hatter, 
and of course Jack Sparrow. So I would 
like to carve one of the characters he 
has portrayed.
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carving in linoleum and wood. I started carving seriously 
about a year before I retired and I retired in June of 2000.

what do you Like about it? I love the challenge of 
finding something interesting in the piece of wood I pick 
up. I enjoy watching people’s reactions when they observe 
my work at a craft show.

is there anything you don’t Like about it? Only when 
I slip and cut myself!!!

where did you Learn to work with it? During my 
career as an Art teacher I decided to decorate a wooden 
paddle. (They were legal back then!) I got a piece of wood 
from the shop teacher and with an X-ACTO knife I 
carved the school mascot into the handle. It turned into a 
big HIT! No pun intended.

did you aLways do soMething creatiVe? if yes, 
what other MediuMs haVe you exPLored? I have a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Art Education and taught 
secondary art in the Allentown School District for 35 years. 
I have explored all mediums and was proficient in a few.

are there different tyPes of wood that you Like 
to use for your work? I use basswood for most of 
my carvings. I also use pine and poplar sometimes.

what tyPe of Paint do you use? do you Varnish or 
Lacquer each Piece? I use mostly watercolors and for some 
things I use acrylics. When finished I do spray with lacquer.

where do you get your insPiration? EVERYWHERE! 
People, other carvers, books, my own ideas.

how do you begin working on a Piece? for exaMPLe, 
do you sketch first? Most of the time I sketch it first. 
Sometimes the shape of the wood determines what I make.

where can your work be found for saLe? I do four 
craft shows a year. Two in September, two in November.

do you teach? Not anymore.

if you couLd gift a Piece of your work to a faMous 
Person, whoM wouLd you choose? Twenty years ago 
I had open heart surgery right about the time I started 

carving seriously. The surgeon repaired my valve so I 
didn’t need to be on a blood thinner. At my follow-up 
meeting with my surgeon I gave him a small carving 
which he kept on his desk. When I was student-teaching 
my Master-teacher helped me get my job and a few years 
ago he came to see me at one of my craft shows and I gave 
him one of my carvings. They were not famous but they 
helped and inspired me and for that I’ll be forever grateful!

is there anything eLse you’d Like to share? I started 
carving shortly before I retired. It was relaxing and I could 
do it at home with a good knife and some hand tools. It 
now takes up a great deal of my time but as long as it is still 
FUN I will keep doing it!

Wood Carving Q&A: Ralph Pritsch    continued from page 4
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The Craft of Poetry: An Interview With Buck’s County’s Poet Laureate

were you aLways interested in Poetry 
and writing? I never thought I’d do 
anything other than write. Of course, 
there were jobs I had as a young person 
— waiting tables, working retail — but I 
always defined myself as a writer, a maker 
of new things with words, even when 
my daily work was far removed from 
writing. Later, after college, I worked in 
publishing, and then corporate settings as 
a writer and also as a freelance journalist. 
Eventually I became a teacher — high 
school and college writing — and I was 
always thrilled to introduce students to 
the power and beauty of words. That was 
a joy, and I miss sharing that with young 
people. I hope to get involved with young 
writers as the Poet Laureate.

where did you go to coLLege? 
did you study Poetry and writing 
there? I went to Fordham University 
in NYC, undergrad, 1980. Studied 
English, literature, creative writing 
and journalism. Vermont College of 
Fine Arts, MFA (Masters Fine Arts) 
in Writing, 2002. Ironically, I studied 
fiction writing.

are there writers and/or artists in 
your faMiLy? Not in my background, but 
one of my daughters is a communications 
designer/artist and the other has been a 
writer. My husband is very creative, an 
innovative scientist.

who are your faVorite Poets/writers and why? I 
grew up in Rutherford, NJ, the hometown of the famous 
American imagist poet, William Carlos Williams. I loved 
his work. I also thought everyone knew who he was. 
I was a more than a little disappointed to realize that 
Rutherford was more well known for Giants Stadium 
than for Williams. How could that be!! Ha! Many years 
later, as an empty nester in Blairstown, NJ, I had an artist 

friend create a tableau of Williams’ most popular poem, 
The Red Wheelbarrow, on our garage doors. Poet and 
teacher friends recognized it right away. Everyone else 
thought it was just a mural of white chickens. Lately I can’t 
get enough of the work of Ada Limon. Her latest book, 
“The Carrying”, is stunning. Beautiful imagery, sharp 
observations of nature, insightful, and so full of truth.

Mary Jo LoBello Jerome of New Hope, PA has been chosen as the 2019 Bucks County Poet Laureate. The Poet Laureate 
program, which started in 1977 and is run by Bucks County Community College, is the longest-running program of its kind 
in Pennsylvania. Mary Jo was chosen from 90 applicants. For more information about the poet laureate program, contact  
Dr. Ethel Rackin at ethel.rackin@bucks.edu. 

Mary Jo graciously lent her time to be interviewed by Mindy Trost, BCGC member and newsletter chair, for With These Hands.. 

See page 8 for information about the upcoming Poetic Inspiration challenge!

photo courtesy Bucks County Community College

continued on page 8
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I also have always loved Sharon Olds’ beautiful and 
brutally honest poems about family and relationships and 
motherhood. Patricia Smith is a new favorite for what 
she does with structure and story telling and memory. 
Dorianne Laux is always so interesting. Her poems are full 
of surprising connections and images.

what are you currentLy 
working on? I am 
currently working on a 
collection of poems, a book 
about time and mortality 
and the memories we keep 
and share. I’ve been writing 
narrative lyric, poems that 
tell stories, and I’m very 
interested in the malleable 
stories that make up our 
personal myths.

where can readers find 
your work? “River Heron 
Review”, “Little Patuxent 
Review”, “US 1 Worksheets”, 
“Schuykill Valley Journal”.  
I encourage readers to support local literary magazines 
and small presses. So many wonderful writers right in our 
own communities.

what and/or who insPires you? Beautiful writing 
always inspires me. I’m always reading and making notes. 
But, more specifically, I know I’m onto something in a 
poem or a story when I discover a tension or incongruity 
in an observation. And this is true of all the aesthetic 
work I am drawn to. It’s not enough to describe a beautiful 
scene, like a sunset or river view, though that might be a 
note I make to remember the setting. But there has to be 
some tension connected to that scene — maybe discovered 
through metaphor or other layered images or memories — 
that then synthesizes to something bigger. A successful 
artist, I believe, creates something unique from the 
commonplace around all of us.

can you describe your writing Process? I always have 
drafts and notes and scribbled lines in notebooks, and 
when I’m stuck on a poem, I can reach into the notebook 
and change direction, maybe to an entirely new poem or 
story. For example, I’m been carrying around this image 
for a while: the petaled stars of kousa blooms. But it hasn’t 
landed anywhere yet. Maybe soon.

i’Ve soMetiMes wondered if authors are coMfortabLe 
reading aLoud in PubLic as they are often asked

to do so at eVents Like book signings. are you 
coMfortabLe reading your work in PubLic? I am not 
at all comfortable reading my work in public! Makers and 
creators often work in solitude, deeply involved in their 

work, sometime even in a 
creative flow that feels like a 
gift. A public reading is, for 
me, the complete opposite of 
the creative process. But I do 
want to share my work with 
others. For poets and writers, 
that means publishing and 
reading. I try to visualize 
what a successful reading 
would look like. I take a 
few deep breaths and try to 
shake out the jitters I feel. 
Sometimes it works.

Poetry and the sPoken 
word seeMs to be gaining

in PoPuLarity in recent

years. LocaLLy, there haVe 
been PubLic readings at bookstores and other PLaces

in bucks county. what do you think is ProPeLLing 
this? Spoken word poetry is performance and I love it!  
So fun, so electric, so powerful. Not something I do, but  
I appreciate so much. In general though, we are so blessed 
in Bucks County where artists have settled for decades, 
for more than a century if you think of the Impressionists. 
So many local people are interested in and devoted to the 
arts in all of its genres. I think audience and makers and 
creators are finding the necessary ways to come together. 
Sometimes in galleries or festivals, sometimes in readings 
and shared spaces.

can readers foLLow you on sociaL Media? I am in the 
process of creating a website. Please check back soon for more 
information: https://www.maryjolobellojerome.com/

wouLd you Like to add anything eLse? As poet laureate 
I hope to write and create with young people in workshops 
throughout the county. I hope to partner with teachers in 
Bucks County, and I’m open to ideas. I really appreciate 
the opportunity to share my thoughts about poetry with 
other creative people in the Guild. The creative spirit is 
fundamental to what it means to be human.

earLy announceMent of the 
sePteMber 2020 MeMber Meeting:

Poetic insPiration 

The Show & Tell program at the September BCGC 
member meeting will be wrapped up with inspiration 
by poems from the 2019 Poet Laureate of Bucks County, 
Mary Jo LoBello Jerome. We will challenge you to craft 
a work that reflects on one of Mary Jo’s poems. We will 
be sharing some of her poems with you by the May 2020 
meeting so you will have the entire summer to consider 
how words can inspire you, no matter your medium. 
Or you can be inspired by one of the three poems Mary 
Jo shared with us on page 9 and get an early start! 
Something new for our chapter!

continued from page 7The Craft of Poetry
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To read some of Mary Jo’s poetry, click on the links listed here or read the reprint of her poem titled 
“Twenty” below.

“Vreeland Avenue” appeared in the 2018 volume of US1 Worksheets. 
https://us1poets.com/archive/volume-63-2018/#3

“Tokyo Underground Prayer” appeared in the August 2018 issue of River Heron 
Review. https://www.riverheronreview.com/poemsandpoets#/mary-jo-jerome

The Craft of Poetry: Mary Jo LoBello Jerome’s Poetry

reprint courtesy Mary Jo LoBello Jerome
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Upcoming BCGC Programs

Chapter meetings are held once a month on the second Wednesday from September to June at the Boy Scout Building at 
1 Scout Way, Doylestown, PA (unless otherwise noted). A brief business meeting is followed by a program. Occasionally, 
programs are at a special location, such as a museum for a tour.

wed, January 8th, 7:30PM: The Best of Times, The Worst of Times: Shows! Come and be prepared to share your 
accolades, warnings and helpful tips about shows you participate in throughout the year. This is a great opportunity before 
many show deadlines to hear about shows and consider—or reconsider—to which ones you apply. All-member group 
discussion. Here are some questions to ponder:

What defines a good show for you? Is it based purely on sales? Is it reaching a new audience? Is it being able to sign 
customers up for your social media efforts and/or email list? Is it a good location at a show? Repeat customers? Customers 
who look but buy later at another show or from your online shop?

What defines a bad show for you? Is it low foot traffic? Dealing with poor organization? Customers who look but don’t 
buy? Stiff competition from other shows running at the same time? Bad location at a show? 

date change: sat, feb 8th, 10:00aM:  Tour Fonthill Castle in Doylestown, the 44-room reinforced concrete home 
of Henry Mercer. Tour fee will be courtesy of the chapter, but there is an rsvp to Cynthia K. Prediger, BCGC Program 
Chair at ckprediger@gmail.com. The one-hour tour includes some steep stairs and narrow passages, and it will be cool 
in the castle so dress appropriately. Meet at 9:45 at the new Visitor’s Center adjacent to Fonthill, which is the rehabilitated 
original barn/garage. For more info. Go to www.mercermuseum.org/visit/fonthill-castle/.

wed, Mar 11th, 7:30PM: Booth Design! Jerry Bennett, our 
chapter member and master artisan in paperclay, will discuss booth 
design at this meeting. There is a learning curve to better sales at 
craft shows!  We will be discussing the presentation of your work 
with the intent of catching customers’ interest and selling your 
work. We will talk about the importance of organizing your limited 
space, how to approach a customer, displays, and online promotion 
prior to a show. We will also talk about the difference between an 
indoor and outdoor show. Bring any questions you may have!

aPriL - tbd: We may meet the 1st or 3rd Wednesday, or another Saturday. Look for an announcement about this meeting in 
your email inbox!

Jerry Bennett, paperclay artist shown here along with some of his creations, will discuss booth design at the March member meeting. 



Interested In Attaining Chapter Juried Status? Here’s How!

Are you interested in obtaining Chapter Juried Status with the BCGC? This status is given to a member’s work that has 
been reviewed by peers within the chapter and exemplifies the mark of excellence that distinguishes their work from the 
mainstream. The next deadline to apply is February 26, 2020. The next jury session date is March 11th, 2020 prior to our 
regularly scheduled Chapter meetings. For application and information, contact BCGC Standards Chair Monique Perry at 
monique@moniquesartjewelry.com, or by phone at 215-962-0295.

Exhibit Excursions
Highlights of some craft and art exhibits at museums that are located within 100 miles of Bucks County.

PhiLadeLPhia art MuseuM: Kōgei: Art Craft Japan. Craftsmanship is a major hallmark of Japanese design. This installation 
celebrates Japanese kōgei—one-of-a-kind, handcrafted objects made with traditional techniques and natural materials. The 
works on display highlight the specialized skills of contemporary kōgei artists working in clay, glass, and fabric. 
Through summer 2020 
https://www.philamuseum.org/calendar/exhibition/kogei-art-craft-japan

Off the Wall: American Art to Wear. Delight in the astonishing inventiveness and techniques of a generation of mixed-
media artists who pioneered a new art form designed around the body. Coming of age during the dramatic cultural shifts 
of the 1960s and 70s, the artists in this distinctively American movement explored nontraditional materials and methods 
to create adventurous, deeply imaginative works.   
Through May 17, 2020 
https://www.philamuseum.org/calendar/exhibition/wall-american-art-wear

MetroPoLitan MuseuM of art: In Pursuit of Fashion: The Sandy Schreier Collection features promised gifts to the 
museum from a pioneering collector of fashion. Schreier collected clothing and accessories not to wear but in appreciation 
of a form of creative expression. 
Through May 17, 2020 
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2019/in-pursuit-of-fashion-the-sandy-schreier-collection

whitney MuseuM of aMerican art: Making Knowing: Craft in Art, 1950–2019. This exhibit shows how visual artists 
have explored the materials, methods, and strategies of craft over the past seven decades. 
Through Jan 2021  
https://whitney.org/exhibitions/making-knowing

historic bethLeheM MuseuMs & sites: PURSEonality: A Stylish Handbag History. This exhibit shows part of the 
personal collection of Ilene Hochberg Wood. It spans the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, and ranges in style from folk 
art, to contemporary designer to embroidered. Wood’s collection, which numbers into the thousands, is broken up into 
sub collections of 150 to ~ 300 purses grouped by material, aesthetic elements, and use. Explore a timeline of handbags, 
representing the trends of each decade, displayed alongside corresponding fashions and paired with life-sized graphics 
from fashion advertisements that visitors can pose alongside. The Moravian Museum displays will focus on a selection of 
needlepoint handbags displayed alongside examples of needlepoint from our collection. 
Through April 30, 2020 
https://historicbethlehem.org/collections/exhibits/purseonality-a-stylish-handbag-history/

aLLentown art MuseuM: Color & Complexity: 30 Years at Durham Press. This is the first exhibition to celebrate Durham 
Press’s thirty years of innovative printmaking. Founded in 1988 by master printer Jean-Paul Russell and co-owned with 
partner and wife Ann Marshall, the Bucks County, Pennsylvania, workshop and publisher is internationally recognized.  
January 19 through May 3, 2020 
https://www.allentownartmuseum.org/exhibitions/color-complexity-30-years-at-durham-press/
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This issue’s Member Spotlight is on two wood carvers: Mark Bair, a PA Guild Master Artisan, and Ralph Pritsch. This 
month’s list highlights books on this centuries-old craft to pique your interest. And you can always contact Mark  
(https://www.mdbairstudio.com/) to find out when he will be teaching his next class. Want to read one of these books  
and not at your local library? Ask the librarian if they will get it for you through interlibrary loan.  ~Merle

The lost carving : a journey to the heart of making. Esterly, David, Duckworth, 2014. 
“Awestruck by the sight of a Grinling Gibbons carving in a London church, David Esterly 
chose to dedicate his life to the art - its physical control, intricate beauty and intellectual 
demands. Forty years later, he is the foremost practitioner of Gibbons’s forgotten 
technique, which revolutionised ornamental sculpture in the late 1600s. After a fire at 
Hampton Court Palace in 1986 destroyed much of Gibbons’s masterpiece, the job fell to 
David Esterly to restore his idol’s work to its former glory. It turned out to be the most 
challenging year in Esterly’s life, forcing him to question his abilities and delve deeply into 
what it means to make something well. Exploring the determination, concentration and 
skill that go into achieving any form of excellence, Esterly breathes life into the world of 
wood carving and deftly illustrates the union of man and material necessary to create a 
lasting work of art.”  —Wheelers.co.nz.

Chris Pye’s Woodcarving Course & Reference Manual: A Beginner’s Guide to 
Traditional Techniques, Relief Carving and In-the-Round Step-by-Step. Chris Pye, Fox 
Chapel Publishing, 2010.  
“Learn step-by-step: Clear instructions and color photos take you through every step of 
the carving process, from grips to simple exercises to practice projects for carving in the 
round” 

The Little Book of Whittling: Passing Time on the Trail, on the Porch, and Under the 
Stars : Instructions for 18 Down-Home Style Projects.  Chris Lubkemann, Flexcut, 2013.  
“With a friendly, down-home style, this guide encourages you to whittle away the hours! 
Whether you’re a beginner looking for an easy way to get started in the most basic form of 
woodcarving, or an advanced carver looking for a relaxing way to spend your free time, 
The Little Book of Whittling will give you the how-to instruction you need to become an 
accomplished whittler.”

Carving Faces Workbook: Learn to Carve Facial Expressions with the Legendary 
Harold Enlow : Detailed Lips, Eyes, Noses, and Hair to Add Expressive Life to Your 
Woodcarvings. Harold Enlow, Fox Chapel Publishing, 2011.” 
Inside this workbook, you’ll find clear instructions and detailed patterns for carving a 
variety of faces. Best of all, you’ll discover Enlow’s secret to success is learning how to render 
highly detailed eyes, lips, nose, hair, and ears before moving on to carving a complete face.”

Carving Spoons, Revised Second Edition: Welsh Love Spoons, Celtic Knots, and Contemporary Favorites : 45 Full-
Size Patterns & Step-by-Step Photos to Carve Your First Wooden Spoon. Shirley Adler, (Fox Chapel Publishing, 2014.

This column will highlight recent publications in various mediums of art. 
Interested in a title? Search for it on Amazon.com or bn.com or check to 
see if your local library has it. If they don’t, ask the librarian if they can 
get it through Interlibrary Loan (they will borrow it from another library 
for you. And as a librarian I know you will impress them with your 
library knowledge!) 

Have a specific type of art or fine craft you would like me to search? Just let me know at merle.slyhoff@gmail.com.  
See you On the Artist’s Shelf!   Merle

On the
Artist’s

Shelf

Carvings by Mark Bair.

Carving by Ralph Pritsch.



Teachable Moments

Jill Tarabar, Stained Glass Artist, 
will teach a Beginner Stained Glass class 
in January/February at the Art Center at 
Ambler (www.artcenteratambler.org). 
Wednesday evenings from Jan 8 – Feb 26, 
6:30 to 9:30 pm. Any snow days will be made 
up in March.  

Are you teaching a class or a workshop 
between May and September 2020? 
Want to easily spread the word?  
Email a short class description including 
dates/times, contact information and any 
links to Newsletter Chair Mindy Trost at 
cartabooks@gmail.com. Deadline 
to be included in the next issue of With 
These Hands is April 1, 2020.
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sPeciaL LiMited-tiMe offer!  Red Tulip Gallery (RTG) would like to offer any Guild members who mention this 
newsletter announcement 10% off their in-store purchase through December 23rd (we are closed on the 24th and 25th). 
There is lots of new work in the gallery in all media to include jewelry, pottery, glass, wood, fiber, photography and more. 
Can’t make it to the store? Shop online with us at www.redtulipcrafts.com (discount is not available online).  

RTG Welcomes Two Guest Artists

New Guest Artist Nancy Zarbock is an 
accomplished potter whose work is influenced 
by 16th century Japanese potters, European 
Modernists, and 20th century abstract 
expressionists. Her Raku plates, small 
sculptures, and wall pieces have an intense 
color and luster. Stop by to see her lovely work!

New jewelry Guest Artist Adrienne Neszmelyi-
Romano is a metalsmith working in fine and 
sterling silver, and natural gemstones. She is 
inspired by the organic shapes of river rock 
found in nature. Her work has a rich patina 
that contrasts with bright sterling silver, fine 
silver, and brilliant gemstones. Variations are 
a constant in her work, but no two pieces are 
alike. Her collection is sure to please the wearer 
of her jewelry!

Red Tulip Gallery is located at 19C West Bridge 
Street, New Hope, PA 18938.

Other contact info: (267) 454-0496    
 info@redtulipcrafts.com

Red Tulip Gallery Happenings

A sampling of the work of Guest Artists Adrienne Neszmelyi-Romano, jewelry, (left) 
and Nancy Zarbock, pottery (right). 

Red Tulip Gallery shines with the creative work of BCGC members.




